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The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  for  its  members.  Ar¬ 
ticles,  except  for  the  summary  of  Board  of  Directors’ 
Motions,  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  official  position  of 
the  Association  or  its  Officers,  but  are  the  opinions  of  the 
writers  of  the  individual  signed  articles.  The  Association  can 
take  no  responsibility  for  their  content.  This  membership 
publication  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminated  without 
permission  in  writing. 


THD  Motions  Passed 

June  -  Voted  $250  to  purchase  a  table  at  the  Youth  for  Chinatown 
Elderly  Dinner  June  24. 


July  -  Voted  to  move  $5,000  from  maturing  CDs  to  Kemper 
Money  Market  Fund. 
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President’s  Message 


by  June  Fraps 

Writing  this  well  after  the  Sema¬ 
phore  deadline  makes  me  very  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  moving  forces  behind  our 
publication:  Editor  Clyde  Steiner, 
who  puts  it  all  together  from  (mostly) 
late  contributions,  including 
unplanned  last-minute  inspirations; 
Advertising  Manager  Steve  Hord, 
who  has  worked  tirelessly  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  to  line  up  enough  adver¬ 
tisers  to  support  a  lively  and  diverse 
publication;andouradvertisers,  who 
feel  that  supporting  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  organization  is  worthwhile. 
Thank  you  all! 

You’ll  see  that  there’s  lots  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  neighborhood  this  fall, 
as  you  read  this  issue  of  the  Sema¬ 
phore  and  check  the  calendar  on  the 
back  cover,  but  your  Board  has  been 
active  this  summer  as  well. 

The  North  Beach  Festival,  a  new 
format  for  one  of  the  City’s  oldest 
street  fairs,  caused  a  lot  of  com¬ 
ment,  and  the  Board  discussed  it  at 
some  length  at  its  July  meeting.  The 
consensus  was:  crafts  were  sorely 
missed;  it  was  too  noisy, too  late  and 
too  dirty;  and  there  was  too  much 
drinking  on  the  street.  We  passed 
our  comments  on  to  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  sponsors 
of  this  year’ s  event,  with  every  con¬ 
fidence  that  we  won’ t  have  to  make 
the  same  complaints  next  year. 

On  a  more  positive  note,  the 
project  to  illuminate  Washington 
Square  will  come  to  fruition  as  part 
of  the  Columbus  Day  celebrations 
October  11  at  8  p.m.  This  is  the 
result  of  hard  work  (and  many  indi¬ 


vidual  financial  contributions)  by 
the  neighborhood,  including  dili¬ 
gent  efforts  by  THDers  Jim  Valenti, 
Herb  Kosovitz  and  Kitty  Donnelly. 
Stop  by  the  Square  for  the  ‘  ‘lighting 
up”  that  evening  -  and  stay  for  the 
dancing! 


NEIGHBORHOOD 
CLEAN-UP  DAY:  NOV.  7 
CALL  Bob  Matthews 
956-4574 


Another  positive  neighborhood 
effort  is  spelled  out  elsewhere  in 
this  issue:  N.E.R.T.  (Neighborhood 
Emergency  Response  Team).  It’s  a 
training  program  sponsored  by  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Department  that 
has  gotten  high  marks  from  partici¬ 
pants.  Essentially,  it’s  training  to 
prepare  locally  for  an  emergency 
such  as  an  earthquake.  Ideally,  we 
would  organize  Telegraph  Hill, 
block  by  block,  to  deal  with  emer¬ 
gencies.  Realistically,  why  don’t 
you  sign  up  for  the  5-week  training 
course  (one  3-hour  session  per  week) 
so  at  least  one  person  in  your  house¬ 
hold  knows  what  to  do? 

Call  Pat  Loren  tzen  at  78 1-0456  if 
you’re  interested. 

Moving  out  from  our  immediate 
neighborhood,  a  luxury  hotel  project 
is  proposed  for  the  Jackson  Square 
area  that  bears  watching.  The  de¬ 
veloper  plans  to  take  four  of  the 
lovely  mid-  19th  century  buildings 
on  the  south  side  of  Jackson  and 
convert  them  to  a  hotel,  preserving 
the  exteriors.  There  will  be  more 


about  this  in  future  Semaphores  - 
but  if  you’d  like  to  be  a  “watch¬ 
dog”  on  this,  call  Jim  Valenti  at 
398-0076. 

A  knottier  problem,  and  one  that’ s 
being  discussed  in  the  daily  papers 
as  well  as  our  caffes,  is  the  ongoing 
planning  process  for  the 
Embarcadero  Plaza  -  what  to  do 
with  the  roadway  and  the  land  freed 
by  the  demolition  of  the  freeway. 
While  final  plans  are  far  from  real¬ 
ity,  the  alternative  roadways  to  be 
considered  in  the  Environmental 
Impact  Study  are  being  selected, 
and  those  selections  limit  the  possi¬ 
bilities  for  the  final  design.  Do  we 
want  to  simply  replace  the  demol¬ 
ished  freeway  with  a  surface  or  un¬ 
derground  road  with  the  same  ca¬ 
pacity?  Whatever  is  done  will  af¬ 
fect  our  neighborhood,  so  we’ll  try 
to  keep  you  informed  as  the  plans 
evolved.  Bob  Tibbits,  our  Water¬ 
front  chair,  is  monitoring  this. 

To  help  you  become  an  informed 
voter  in  the  upcoming  election, 
we’re  planning  an  Election  Issues 
Night,  along  with  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors  and  North  Beach  Neigh¬ 
bors  in  October.  You’ll  be  hearing 
more  about  this,  and  we  hope  to 
have  a  followup  party,  where  you’ll 
have  a  chance  to  discuss  the  elec¬ 
tion  issues  with  your  neighbors  over 
coffee. 

We  hope  some  of  these  issues 
and  events  will  interest  you  —  and 
that  you’ll  let  your  Board  members 
know  if  your  concerns  are  not  get¬ 
ting  attention! 
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The  Theater  Is  Alive  And  Well 


Photos  (L  to  R)  Time  of  Your  Life, 
Forgotten  People,  &  Psycho 


It  must  be  written  in  stone  some¬ 
place  -  every  dozen  years  or  so  a 
whole  new  culture  appears  in  North 
Beach.  Beat  Generation  Poets, 
Stand-up  Comics,  Nud-niks,  Flower 
Children,  Heavy  Metal  Music,  all 
have  popped  up  among  our  narrow 
alleys  and  charming  cottages.  They 
haven’t  all  been  loved,  but  they’ve 
thrived,  changed  the  way  people 
think,  made  headlines,  and  been 
copied  the  world  over. 

So  it  seems  apropos  that  North 
Beach  is  a  big  part  of  the  scene  of 
San  Francisco’s  re-emerging  the¬ 
ater  presence.  The  Purple  Onion 
and  hungry  i  are  no  longer  the  “in” 
locations,  butalready  this  year  we’ ve 
seen  great  Swedish  classics  at  the 
North  Beach  Repertory,  Bertold 
Brecht’s  adaption  of  “Antigone” 
at  Bannam  Place  Theater,  and  resi¬ 
dent  writer/personality  Cintra 
Wilson’s  dramatization  of  the 
Mitchell  brothers’  saga. 


Now  things  are  heating  up  for  the 
fall.  North  Beach  Repertory  is  do¬ 
ing  an  original  production  of 
“Beat,”  Bannam  Place  will  put  on 
“Forgotten  People  -  Four  Tennes¬ 
see  Williams  One  Acts,  ”  Tour  de 
Force  Theater  has  enjoyed  a  smash¬ 
ing  success  of  “A  Time  of  Your 
Life”  at  Spec's  and  is  looking  for  a 
new  home  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
Chicago’s  Circle  Theater  has  com¬ 
mandeered  the  On  Broadway  for 
their  hilarious  “Psycho,  the  Musi¬ 
cal,”  to  be  followed  by  a  Spotted 
Owl  production  of  a  classic  farce, 
“Nurse  Jane  Goes  to  Hawaii.” 

The  creator/director/writers  of  all 
these  works  rhapsodize  about  the 
North  Beach  atmosphere  as  one  of 
the  major  reasons  for  locating  here. 

‘  ‘We  came  here  from  Chicago  to 
set  up  a  fun,  innovative,  irrelevant 
series  of  spoofs  and  musical  re¬ 
views,”  says  Wayne  Buidens,  who 
was  also  founder  and  artistic  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Circle  Theater  there. 


“First  we  tried  a  theater  in  the 
Mission,  but  we  had  complaints 
about  people  not  finding  parking  or 
not  happy  about  the  neighborhood 
after  the  show.  The  On  Broadway 
has  been  great.  Good  space  and  a 
next  door  parking  lot.  Tourists  feel 
comfortable  here,  and  of  course  they 
can  walk  from  a  Chinatown  or  North 
Beach  restaurant.  The  best  part  is 
this  neighborhood  has  lots  of  local 
attractions,  so  we  get  the  San 
Franciscan  crowd,  as  well.” 

“Psycho  -  The  Musical”  is  a 
direct  challenge  to  that  North  Beach 
classic,  “Beach  Blanket  Babylon.” 
Cast  consists  of  the  familiar  Norman, 
his  illusive  mother,  a  frustrated  sec¬ 
retary  and  her  boyfriend.  Detective 
Arbogast  and  the  Corpsettes,  a  zany 
chorus  of  Norman’s  previous  vic¬ 
tims.  If  you’re  a  Stephen  King  fan, 
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And  Living  Among  Us  by  Shari  Steiner 


bring  your  own  blood  cocktail;  oth¬ 
erwise,  you  can  imbibe  or  order  a 
light  dinner  from  the  bar. 

Besides  the  “Psycho  -  a  Musi¬ 
cal’  ’  spoof,  Buidens  is  doing  ‘  ‘Ethel 
on  Broadway,”  an  11:00  cabaret 
show,  and  bringing  another  musi¬ 
cal,  “Whatever  Happened  to  B.B. 
Jane,  ”  to  the  On  Broadway  in  Octo¬ 
ber.  During  September,  Chandru 
Murthi  will  be  directing  a  light 
hearted  farce,  “Nurse  Jane  Goes  to 
Hawaii,”  during  the  early  evening 
slot. 

Anthony  St.  Martin,  the  founder 
and  director  of  the  North  Beach 
Repertory  Theater,  has  taken  the 
neighborhood  milieu  onto  the  boards 
with  his  new  “Beat.”  Using  the 
writings  and  attitudes  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Beat  Generation  poets,  St. 
Martin  critiquescurrentmainstream 
values  in  a  tauntproduction  focused 
on  personalities  and  society. 


St.  Martin,  who  studied  with 
Stella  Adler  in  New  York  before 
coming  to  San  Francisco,  set  up  the 
North  Beach  Repertory  in  1988, 
and  has  mounted  ten  shows  since 
then.  “North  Beach  has  every¬ 
thing,”  he  comments.  “It’s  very 
city,  you  don’t  have  to  have  a  car  to 
go  anywhere  and  at  the  same  time 
you’ve  got  so  much  sky!” 

His  fascination  with  the  area  lead 
to  a  reading  of  Beat  poets  last  year, 
which  evolved  into  ‘  ‘Beat.  ”  “We 
had  an  intellectual  Renaissance 
here,”  comments  St.  Martin  about 
the  neighborhood  and  tire  era,  *  ‘But 
little  is  known  about  what  their  po¬ 
etry  was  about  and  how  important  it 
is.” _ 

For  reservations,  time,  prices: 

“Beat,  ”Sept3-Oct4,  North  Beach 
Repertory  at  the  Cannery,  2801 
Leavenworth,  928-4860; 

‘  ‘Psycho  -  the  Musical,  ’  ’  the  On 
Broadway,  435  Broadway,  re¬ 
opens  mid  October,  626-KILL ; 
“Nurse  Jane  Goes  to  Hawaii’’ 
Septl2-Oct  18, 398-1541;  ‘  ‘Time 
of  Your  Life,”  Specs  Saloon,  12 
Saroyan  (Adler)  Alley,  through 
Aug,  then  reopening  in  early  Sept 
at  a  location  to  be  announced, 
359-6636;  “Forgotten  People  - 
Tennessee  Williams  One-Acts,  ” 
Bannam  Theatre,  August  25-Sept 
28, 5  OB  BannamPlace  986-2701. 

Both  of  the  other  two  new  plays 
worth  attending  this  fall  in  North 
Beach  have  “only  in  oar  neighbor¬ 
hood”  locations.  Saroyan’s  rol¬ 
licking  “Time  of  Your  Life”  at 
Spec's  off  Columbus  in  an  alley 
next  to  Tosca’s  Cafe  is  a  happy 


marriage  between  that  definitive  cast 
of  “real  characters”  and  a  perfect 
location. 

“F  ve  always  felt  there  was  some¬ 
thing  special  about  the  atmosphere 
of  North  Beach,  ’  ’  says  Andrea  Gor¬ 
don,  director  and  producer  of  ‘  ‘Time 
of  Your  Life.”  “I’ve  personally 
fallen  in  love  here  several  times,  so 
that  helps,  but  there  are  so  many 
different  kinds  of  people  and  things 
happening  here,  it’s  great  for  the¬ 
ater.” 

The  Bannam  Place  is  the  perfect 
embodiment  of  “underground  the¬ 
ater.  ’  ’  Located  in  the  basement  of  a 
smallish  building  on  a  tiny,  one 
block  long  street  between  Union 
and  Green,  parallel  to  Grant,  there 
are  49  chairs  and  the  electricity  that 
comes  from  a  company  doing  the 
theater  they  love. 

Again,  the  spirit  comes  from  an 
East  Coast  native  drawn  inexorably 
to  North  Beach.  “I’ve  lived  in  the 
Bay  Area  for  a  long  time,  but  North 
Beach  has  always  been  the  place  I 
wanted  to  be.  It’s  very  urban,  cos¬ 
mopolitan,  exciting,”  says  Rob¬ 
ert  Hinnish,  the  production  man¬ 
ager  and  producer. 

He  found  the  location,  which  had 
been  used  off  and  on  as  a  theater  and 
art  gallery,  and  put  together  a  pro¬ 
duction  of  O’Neill’s  “Hughie.” 
Then  a  fire  marshall  edict  closed 
them  down.  It  took  three  years, 
infinite  determination  on  Hinnish’ s 
part,  and  $20,000  of  repairs,  plus 
lots  of  free  labor,  to  bring  die  theater 
back  to  life  this  year. 

Continued  on  Page  8 
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ANNOUNCING 

Celia  DeMartini 

REALTOR 


Serving  Your  Telegraph  Hill 
Real  Estate  Needs 

(415)  924-8363 


V. 


J 


MCGUIRE 


REAL  ESTATE -SINCE  1919 


Michael  L.  Steingraber 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 


1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555  office 
(415)  391-8089  residence 
(415)  931-3416  fax 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET,  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


JULIUS 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p  m. 

Evenings  from  5:00- 10:00  p.m. 


All  major  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 


&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship” 

in 

v  o 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 

2060  Stockton  St.  ♦  781-6277 
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THE  FINE  ART  OF  GOLDSMITHING 

by  Marsha  Garland 


When  Loredana  Sagnotti  was 
growing  up  in  Rome,  her  brain  and 
her  heart  juggled  two  passions:  sci¬ 
ence  and  art.  Driven  by  the  prag¬ 
matic,  Signorina  Sagnotti  headed 
for  medical  school.  In  1981,  she 
passed  Italy’s  medical  exam  having 
specialized  in  pulmonary  medicine 
and  public  health. 

Shortly  thereafter,  Loredana 
married  fellow  medical  student 
Stephen  Bradley,  an  Irish-Ameri- 
can  with  an  Italian  grandmother. 
With  a  longtime  passion  for  Italy, 
Stephen  had  chosen  to  study  medi¬ 
cine  in  Bologna.  Fluent  in  Italian, 
Bradley  went  on  to  become  the  head 
of  orthopedic  medicine  at  Rome’s 
Aurelia  Hospital. 

In  1988,  Loredana  decided  it  was 
time  to  tend  to  her  artistic  nature. 
Despite  the  responsibilities  of  an 
infant  son  and  private  patients, 
Loredana  attended  the  Bottega 
DelFArtista  Goldsmithing  School 
just  up  the  street  from  Piazza 
Barberini. 

At  the  Bottega  DelFArtista, 
Loredana  recalls,  “I  fell  in  love 
with  the  lost  wax  technique.  I  stud¬ 
ied  the  Etruscans,  Phoenicians  and 
Hellenistic  Greeks  and  went  to  ev¬ 
ery  museum  I  could.  I  knew  then 
that  I  had  found  the  best  jewelry 
making  technique  for  the  ideas  I  had 
in  mind.  Instantly,  I  felt  a  bond  with 
these  ancient  groups.  I  also  realized 
there  was  no  turning  back.  My 
career  as  a  doctor  had  ended.  There 
was  only  one  thing  for  me  -  to  be  a 
Fine  jewelry  designer.  ’  ’ 

Using  the  lost  wax  method, 
Loredana  first  models  her  design  in 


beeswax,  using  a  fine  scalpel,  the 
only  remaining  vestige  of  her  former 
profession.  The  scalpel,  she  finds, 
is  an  excellent  tool  for  fine  tuning 
her  wax  models.  It’s  a  painstaking 
process  requiring  patience,  good 


light,  excellent  eyesight  and  deft 
fingers.  After  creating  the  wax 
model  in  paper  thin  beeswax,  a  heat 
resistant  mold  is  fitted  around  it. 
Then  molten  gold  is  poured  into  the 
mold  which  melts  the  wax  out 
through  a  tiny  aperture.  When  it  has 
cooled,  the  mold  is  taken  apart  and 
the  jewelry  extracted.  The  piece  is 
then  polished  and  finished  to  re¬ 
move  any  extra  gold  or  unevenness. 

In  Italy  it  is  customary  to  work  in 
18  karat  gold,  unlike  the  United 
States  where  14  karat  dominates  the 
market.  18  karat  is  75  percent  pure 
gold  and,  although  not  as  stiff  as  14 
karat,  is  a  rich  color  that  closely 
resembles  pure  gold  of  24  karat. 
When  asked  why  she  loves  working 
with  18  karat,  Loredana  is  quick  to 
answer  “Because  it  is  softer,  more, 
how  do  you  say,  malleable  to  work 
with.  I  love  its  color.  It  gives  a 
feeling  of  warmth  and  harmony.  In 


18  karat  gold  there  is  the  energy  of 
the  sun.” 

As  for  gemstones,  which  play  a 
subordinate  role  to  the  gold  in  her 
creations,  Loredana  prefers  cabo- 
chons.  The  stones  are  smooth  with 
the  upper  part  of  the  stone  domed 
and  the  lower  part  level.  Loredana 
sets  the  stones  in  a  bezel,  a  rim  of 
gold  that  holds  the  stone  firmly  in 
place.  Sagnotti  believes  cabochons 
more  truly  display  the  stone’s  natu¬ 
ral  beauty.  Indeed,  stones  weren’t 
faceted  as  they  are  now,  until  very 
recently.  So  the  cabochon,  too, 
lends  an  air  of  antiquity  to  Sagnotti’ s 
work. 

Ironically,  it  was  as  an  adult,  that 
Loredana  discovered  her  Sagnotti 
ancestors  had  been  fine  artisans. 
Renowned  metal  workers,  the 
Sagnottis  were  engravers  who  em¬ 
bellished  Renaissance  weapons. 
They  mastered  the  technique  of 
enameling  which  lent  jewel-like 
qualities  to  the  hilts  of  swords  and 
the  handles  of  guns  and  rifles. 
Loredana  was  thrilled  to  discover 
her  seemingly  genetic  link  to  the 
Sagnotti  artisans  of  centuries  ear¬ 
lier. 

Loredana  prefers  to  work  on  a 
commission  basis  creating  each 
piece  to  best  suit  her  client.  To 
achieve  her  exacting  standards, 
Loredana  meets  with  her  clients 
several  times  and  evaluates  their 
personalities  and  individual  needs, 
much  as  she  did  in  her  former  ca¬ 
reer.  From  these  encounters 
emerges  a  creation  unique  to  both 
artist  and  wearer  alike. 
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“As  a  physician,”  she  says,  “I 
came  in  contact  with  pain  and  death, 
as  well  as  with  the  soul  of  people, 
their  needs  and  wishes,  their  fanta¬ 
sies.  But  I  wanted  to  do  more,  to 
make  people  happy,  and,  through 
my  creations,  I  am  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  that.” 

Loredana’s  uniquely  styled  jew¬ 
elry  appeals  to  both  men  and  women 
and  takes  many  forms,  including 
rings,  tie  bars,  cufflinks,  necklaces, 
chains,  earrings,  bracelets  and 
broaches.  Her  decorative  motifs 
incorporate  such  elements  as  flow¬ 
ers,  leaves,  winding  stems  and  deli¬ 
cate  braids.  Embossed  with  her 
own  interpretation  of  the  Etruscan 
technique  of  granulation, 
Loredana’s  signed  pieces  are  often 
incised  with  symbols  to  establish  a 
special  link  to  the  wearer. 

“Style  is  very  personal,”  states 
Loredana.  “It’s  an  expression  of 
what  we  feel  and  admire.  Jewelry, 
like  clothes,  enhances  or  eliminates 
the  flaws  nature  endowed  us  with.” 

It  is  Loredana’s  fascination  with 
the  Etruscans,  a  peace-loving  and 
artistically-advanced  group  of 
people  who  lived  in  the  area  close  to 
Rome  several  centuries  before  the 
birth  of  Christ,  that  most  inspires 
her  work.  Even  though  her  jewelry 
is  timeless  and  classic,  you  know  at 
first  glance  that  the  work  is  that  of  a 
modem  Italian.  But  there,  too,  is  the 
influence  of  the  Renaissance  and 
her  favorite  artist,  Botticelli. 

Loredana  Sagnotti  Bradley  and 
her  husband  Stephen,  five-year-old 
son  Christopher  and  eight-month- 
old  daughter  Giulia  moved  to  North 
Beach  early  in  1992,  after  a  two- 
year  career  stint  in  Maui.  Presently, 
Christopher  attends  day  care  at  the 


Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Cen¬ 
ter. 

Dr.  Stephen  Bradley,  who  had 
become  disenchanted  with  practic¬ 
ing  medicine,  is  currently  attending 
the  California  Culinary  Academy, 
where  he  is  studying  the  fine  art  of 
being  a  chef.  In  the  meantime,  Dr. 
Bradley,  who,  like  his  petite  and 
feisty  wife  is  an  advocate  of  good 
food  as  preventive  medicine,  is  writ¬ 
ing  articles  on  the  subject  of  nutri¬ 
tion  and  health. 

The  Museo  Italo- Americano  will 
exhibit  Loredana’s  work  sometime 
in  1993  and  a  Sagnotti  commemo¬ 
rative  brooch  will  be  featured  in  the 
upcoming  Bella  Italia  fashion 
show’ s  silent  auction  and  fund  raiser 
for  the  San  Francisco  Ballet,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  I.  Magnin  and  the 
Italian  Trade  Commission. 

Ensconced  in  their  new  home  at 
Filbert  and  Grant  Avenue,  Loredana 
recalls  her  family’s  first  days  in 
North  Beach.  ‘ ‘We  fell  in  love  with 
the  neighborhood  and  the  feeling  of 
community  that  exists  here.  “It’sa 
wonderful,  magical  place  and  we 
hope  we  never  have  to  leave.” 


©  '92  Rita  Buchfinck 


....Theater 

Hinnish  put  together  a  strong  cast 
to  reflect  Williams’  compassion  for 
the  weakermembers  of  society,  with 
a  tone  that  ranges  from  tragic  to 
comic.  The  director  is  Paul 
Finochiaro,  a  local  teacher,  director 
and  actor  who  also  teaches  and  di¬ 
rects  prisoners  at  the  state  peniten¬ 
tiary  in  Vacaville. 


Ralph  George  is 
Ohio  Bound 

by  Gerald  Hutado 


Long  time  THD  member,  Ralph 
George,  has  moved  from  his  home 
at  474  Vallejo  to  Cambridge,  Ohio 
to  be  with  family.  Ralph  was  al¬ 
ways  up  on  his  information  about 
everybody  in  the  neighborhood.  If 
you  ever  talked  to  Ralph,  he  would 
want  to  know  all  about  you;  your 
family  name,  where  you  came  from 
and  what  you  did  for  a  living. 

In  conversation  he  could  make 
connection  with  someone  he  knew 
from  your  state,  or  he  would  come 
up  with  a  good  story  about  someone 
he  knew  who  was  your  namesake. 
This  affable  and  personable  guy 
always  extended  himself  to  make 
you  feel  comfortable. 

Before  he  retired,  Ralph  George 
worked  for  McGraw  Hill  Books, 
education  division,  as  a  salesman. 
Ralph  joined  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  when  it  was  established  in 
1954  to  watch  over  the  neighbor¬ 
hood. 


Good  luck  Ralph!  We’ll  miss 
you. 
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by  Helen  von  Ammon 

A  window  display  junkie  walks 
blocks  out  of  the  way,  peers  into  a 
tiny  Tiffany  window  to  look  for  the 
pricey  jewel  squirrelled  among  ig¬ 
nominious  props.  And,  along  with 
a  thousand  others,  bellies  up  to 
Gump' s  Christmas  windows  to  sim¬ 
per,  as  if  cunning  kittens  were  a 
newly  discovered  species.  Couple 
of  years  ago,  heart  hardened  like 
Christmas  ribbon  candy.  Colum¬ 
bine  Design  restored  my  belief  that 
this  most  hyped  of  all  holidays  could 
be  fun. 

Columbine  Design’ s  window  dis¬ 
played  a  zany  Version  of  Santa’s 
team  of  Blitzen,  Zitsen,  etc. 
Ka  tlileen  Dooley,  owner,  substi  tu  ted 
for  reindeer  smil,  batlike  creatures, 
dried  and  flattened,  about  eight 
inches  long  which  she  bought  in  a 
Chinese  herb  store.  The  more  con¬ 
ventional  use  is  for  making  a  bever¬ 
age,  said  to  strengthen  the  body  and 
clear  up  skin  problems.  Kathleen 
pu  t  a  red  Santa  hat  on  each  dessicated 
little  bcastie.  Suspended  by  invis¬ 
ible  strings,  and  pulling  atiny  sleigh, 
they  circled  over  the  snow-covered 
ground  below.  Merry  Christmas! 

Subsequent  stride-stopping  win¬ 
dows  have  featured  examples  of 
taxidermists’  art  -  a  huge  turtle, 
boar’ s  head,  iguana,  blow  fish,  trout 
and  a  piranha.  Numerous  notes 
thrust  through  the  mail  slot  com¬ 
ment  on  the  windows.  Some  gripe, 
but  most  are  extravagantly  enthusi¬ 
astic.  Created  by  Kathleen,  assis¬ 
tant  Kevin  Wilson  or  friend  Mike 
Madrid,  regulars  watch  for  changed 
windows  every  two  or  three  weeks. 


A  dancer  in  New  York  City 
for  many  years,  Kathleen  returned 
to  California  several  years  ago  and 
started  her  flower  business  at  513 
Green  Street  in  North  Beach.  Vic¬ 
torian  religious  is  the  theme  of  her 
unusual,  exotic  shop  but  Kathleen 
happily  will  wire  your  sweetie,  mum 
or  mistress  traditional  red  roses. 
Her  real  interest  is  in  tiny  dried 
rosebuds.  She  buys  thousands  of 
them  to  make  creations  which  cover 
the  walls  of  this  small  shop.  By 
hand,  she  and  Kevin  make  from 
rosebuds,  other  dried  flowers,  me¬ 
dallions  and  relics  small  shrines, 
crosses,  hearts,  wreaths,  and  picture 
frames.  Tom  Decker’s  work  with 
barbed  wire  is  often  combined  into 
the  designs.  The  results  are 
poignantly  moving.  This  labor  in¬ 
tensive  art  sells  well,  not  because  of 
religious  significance,  but  because 
they  “makepeople  feelgood.”  Visi¬ 
tors  from  Greece,  Spain,  Italy  and 
Latin  America  are  reminded  of  the 
dying  art  of  their  native  villages 
At  Columbine  Design  one  can 
buy  a  single  flower  for  $1;  shrines 
cost  up  to  $300.  Kathleen  arranges 
flowers  for  weddings,  parties  and 
special  occasions.  Some  customers 
never  come  into  the  store  ...  her 
regular  business  accounts.  This  pays 
the  rent.  She  is  the  reputed  “thought¬ 
fulness”  of  many  customers;  she 
calls  to  remind  them  when  it’s 
flower-sending  time.  Despite  the 
paucity  of  profit  in  this  business, 
Kathleen  loves  it.  Each  day  is  a  new 
treasure  hunt  whether  in  the  flower 
or  flea  market. 


Early  each 
morning  she  buys 
flowers,  envisioning 
the  preferences  of  her 
customers.  They  are  a 
cross  section  of  Telegraph 
Hill/North  Beach  resi¬ 
dents,  graphic  designers, 
local  bar  patrons,  and 
trendies  dressed  in  black. 
Purple  flowers  sell  better 
than  any  other  color. 
Roses  grow  profusely 
in  the  Bay  Area,  but  al¬ 
most  all  other  flowers 
are  sent  air  freight  from  Europe, 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  purchased 
from  Oregon  or  Washington.  Hol¬ 
land  is  a  major  flower  source.  Other 
suppliers  are  New  Zealand,  France, 
Denmark,  South  America  and  Ha¬ 
waii. 

The  absolutely  most  impossible 
time  to  be  in  the  flower  biz  is  Christ¬ 
mas.  Little  is  in  the  market  but 
greenery,  pine  cones,  holly  and  the 
fruitcake  of  the  flower  world... the 
ubiquitous,  everlasting  ...  poinset- 
tia.  Far  from  being  a  hard  sell  shop 
owner,  for  Christmas  wrapping 
Kathleen  advises  plain  tissue  paper 
or  brown  parcel  paper  and  ribbon. 
She  stocks  all  kinds  of  ribbon  from 
“sublime  to  the  truly  disgusting.” 

Kathleen’s  designs  are  inspired 
by  trips  to  remote  Mexico,  stock  in 
the  shop's  1,000-square-foot  base¬ 
ment  and  the  result  of  being  a  non¬ 
stop  shopper... a  maniacal  amount 
of  stuff  in  her  apartment.  And  what 
does  she  do  for  recreation?  Kathleen 
Dooley  tends  her  garden  of  old  fash¬ 
ioned  roses  on  the  Filbert  steps. 


Issue  Number  121  Sept.  1992  -  Page  No  11 


What’s  Coming  Up  - 
The  Social  Calendar 


Before  the  Next  One, 
Be  Prepared,  Take 
NERT  Training 


by  Jarilyn  Cerruti 


First  up  on  our  calendar  of  events 
this  fall  is  the  All-San  Francisco 
Concert  at  Davies  Symphony  Hall 
on  September  10.  THD  members 
will  be  among  the  first  concert 
goers  to  experience  the  Hall’s 
new  acoustics,  while  listening 
to  Beethoven’s  Symphony  No. 

9. 

Acoustically  speaking, 
THD  members 
won’t  want 
to  miss  the 
Annual 
C  o  i  t 
Tower 
Picnic 
Sunday, 

September 
27,  featuring 
Judy  Frankel’s 
guitar  and  singing 
talents.  She’ll  perform  Castilian 
music  that  evolved  in  Spain  before 
1492  -  quite  appropriate,  as  the 
nearby  statue  of  Columbus  over¬ 
looks  our  picnic.  Judy  will  also  play 
at  La  Bodega  on  Grant  Avenue  Sep¬ 
tember  29. 

On  Thursday  October  1  we’ll 
sponsor  a  theater  party  at  North 
Beach  Repertory  Theater.  The 
theme  is  closer  to  home:  Beat,  based 
on  the  works  of  San  Francisco  poets 
such  as  Kerouac,  Ginsburg  and 
Ferlinghetti,  blends  the  best  of  po¬ 
etry  and  theater.  After  the  perfor¬ 
mance,  we’ll  enjoy  wine,  cheese 


conversation  with  the  cast.  Send 
checks  for  $17  payable  to 
North  Beach  Repertory  The¬ 
ater  to  Jarilyn  Cerruti  by  Fri¬ 
day,  September  18. 

If  you  like  parades,  save 
Sunday,  October  11 
for  the  Columbus 
Day  Parade.  We’ll 
meet  at  1  p.m.  in 
Washington  Square 
(comer  of  Stockton 
and  Filbert).  Bring  a 
picnic  blanket,  your 
own  drinks,  and  we’  11 
provide  the 
foccacia  to 
munch  on 
while  we 
watch  the  parade 

together. 

And  at  8  p.m.  that  evening,  you’re 
invited  to  the  official  ceremonies 
lighting  Washington  Square,  with 
dancing  to  follow.  It  will  be  quite  a 
day! 

We’re  planning  a  morning  Pre- 
Election  Coffee  and  Conversation 
party  for  Sunday,  November  1.  It’ll 
be  a  great  chance  to  convince  your 
friends  and  neighbors  to  come 
around  to  your  way  of  thinking. 

Our  next  general  membership 
meeting  and  dinner  is  Monday,  No¬ 
vember  16  at  a  restaurant  to  be 
announced,  and  our  Christmas  party 
is  Sunday,  December  13.  Circle 
those  dates! 


If  you  had  a  sinking  feeling  of 
inadequacy  when  the  ’  89  earthquake 
hit,  you’re  a  prime  candidate  for 
NERT. 

The  San  Francisco  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  is  offering  a  program  to  train 
residents  to  prepare  for  response  to 
emergencies,  and  to  act  as  an  ad¬ 
junct  to  city  emergency  services  in 
a  disaster. 

Neighborhood  Emergency  Re¬ 
sponse  Team  (NERT)  training  in¬ 
cludes  pre-disaster  planning,  basic 
first  aid  and  firefighting  techniques, 
and  light  search  and  rescue  training. 
The  5-week  program  (one  3-hour 
class  per  week)  concludes  with  a 
‘  ‘hands-on’  ’  practice  session  at  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  College. 

The  rewards?  Your  very  own 
hardhat  and  reflective  vest  identify¬ 
ing  you  as  a  Response  Team  mem¬ 
ber,  and  the  knowledge  that  some¬ 
one  in  your  block  knows  how  to 
cope  in  an  emergency. 

The  next  scheduled  training  ses¬ 
sion,  sponsored  by  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors,  begins  Tuesday,  Octo¬ 
ber  7,  at  6:30  p.m.,  at  St.  Francis 
Memorial  Hospital,  andruns  through 
November  4. 

Another  session  is  slated  to  start 
on  Monday,  November  9  at  Fort 
Mason,  concluding  December  7. 
Cost  is  $20  per  person. 

If  you’re  interested  in  enrolling 
in  either  of  these  classes,  please  call 
PatLorentzen  at 78 1-0456.  If  enough 
people  are  interested,  THD  will 
schedule  another  training  session 
early  next  year. 
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Montgomery 

Street 

Parking 

by  Nancy  Katz  &  Gerald  Hurtado 

At  last,  the  Montgomery  street 
parking  plan  has  been  completed 
after  several  revisions,  and  the  final 
votes  have  been  counted  on  the 
question  of  legally  designated  park¬ 
ing  for  scooters/motorcycles.  There 
are  45  votes  in  favor  of  the  spaces 
and  30  votes  opposed. 

The  new  parking  plan  includes 
the  following  new  legalized  spaces: 

1)  six  new  spaces  for  compact  cars, 

2)  three  new  90  degree  (right  angle) 
parking  spaces  and  3)  eleven  spaces 
for  scooters/motorcycles,  enough 
to  serve  existing  resident  needs. 

We  hope  these  additions  for  the 
urgent  parking  needs  of  Montgom¬ 
ery  Street  will  be  most  welcome. 
The  San  Francisco  traffic  engineers 
are  mailing  all  the  details  to  resi¬ 
dents. 

Now  the  plan  goes  before  a  Park¬ 
ing  and  Traffic  Department  hearing 
officer  Friday,  September  4,  1992, 
10:30  a.m.,  Room  282  in  City  Hall. 
Everyone  is  welcome  to  attend  and 
testify. 

Background 

Last  January,  MaryO’Gara,  who 
is  a  Montgomery  Street  resident, 
wrote  the  S.F.  Parking  &  Traffic 
Commission  a  letter  in  which  she 
requested  among  other  things,  “... 
immediate  action  to  take  advan¬ 


tage,  during  the  final  stage 
of  the  Montgomery  Street 
reconstruction,  of  curbs 
still  unzoned  and 
unpainted  to  make  impor¬ 
tant  modifications...”  to 
increase  available  parking 
for  the  residents.  This 
came  on  the  heels  of  the 
recent  study  of  the  Coit 
Tower  traffic. 

Norman  Bray,  chief  of 
Traffic  Engineering  (now 
retired),  agreed  to  do  a 
study  to  figure  out  the  what 
could  be  done  to  increase 
legal  parking.  He  sent  Julie 
Lau,  a  student  intern  as¬ 
signed  to  his  office,  out  to 
do  the  measurements. 

Norm  Bray,  street  plan  in  hand, 
then  met  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lee 
Wolterding,  Robert  Strauss,  Roger 
Boyer,  Mary  O’Gara,  Wells 
Whitney,  Gerry  Hurtado  and  Nancy 
Katz  on  Montgomery  Street  to  physi¬ 
cally  walk  the  area  and  discuss  each 
space  along  the  way.  Bray  marked 
the  street  plan  accordingly  with  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  later  reference. 

An  official  public  meeting, 
chaired  by  Bond  Yee,  Acting  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Traffic  Engineers,  was  held  at 
the  Central  Police  Station  commu¬ 
nity  room,  May  20.  Some  residents 
voiced  fears  that  the  new  scooter/ 
motorcycle  spaces  might  encour¬ 
age  more  motorcycles.  Mr.  Yee 
invited  everyone  to  inspect  the  plans 
on  the  large  assembly  room  table. 
Several  tight  turns  into  driveways 
were  identified. 

Parking  committee  members 
then  twice  placed  300  leaflets  on  the 
windshields  of  all  the  cars  of  the 
territory  asking  parkers  to  vote  for 
or  against  the  legal  spaces  for 


Rather  than  park  on  the  sidewalk,  motorcycle 
owners  are  voluntarily  parking  in  the  street 
in  a  neat  row  at  the  comer  of  Green  and 
Montgomery.  Photo  by  Gerald  Hurtado. 

scooter/motorcycles.  We  did  this 
after  1 1 : 00  p.m.  so  that  we  would  be 
notifying  primarily  residents  rather 
than  just  visitors.  Additionally  THD 
members  were  notified  in  the  Sema¬ 
phore. 

Consider  Volunteering 

There  always  seems  to  be  park¬ 
ing  and  traffic  problems  to  solve  on 
Telegraph  Hill.  Right  now  we  are 
looking  into  a  situation  on  a  piece  of 
Kearny  at  Chestnut  where  some 
parking  may  be  lost. 

If  you  are  interested  in  working 
on  the  Parking  &  Traffic  committee 
please  contact  Gerald  Hurtado  or 
Nancy  Katz.  Our  phones  are  listed 
under  committee  chairs  on  page  2. 
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Planning  &  Zoning 

by  Jim  Valenti 


Your  Planning  and  Zoning  Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  busy  keeping  track 
of  several  projects  on  and  around 
our  Hill,  despite  vacations  and  other 
summer  distractions. 

The  item  generating  the  most 
phone  calls  so  far  this  summer  is  the 
sale  and  conversion  of  four  build¬ 
ings  in  the  heart  of  the  Jackson 
Square  Historical  District.  A  French 
concern  has  purchased  407-455 
Jackson  Street,  now  occupied  by 
offices  and  antique  shops,  and  the 
adjoining  parking  lot  on  the  comer. 
Their  intention  is  to  connect  and 
convert  them  into  a  luxury  hotel.  At 
least  one  existing  business  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  one-year  notice  to  vacate, 
and  several  of  our  interested  mem¬ 
bers  await  the  preliminary  plans 
and  the  Landmark  Board’s  hear¬ 
ings. 

The  large  remodel  and  unit  and 
garage  addition  at  347-349  Lombard 
Street  has  been  halted  by  a  group  of 
concerned  neighbors.  The  Board  of 


meeting  is  for  assessing  the  impact 
of  the  proposed  reduction  of  re¬ 
quired  rear  yards,  from  45%  to  33% 
in  certain  zoning  districts,  but  any 
questions  and  concerns  are  wel¬ 
comed.  This  is  a  good  time  to 
impact  policy  decisions  and  a  good 
meeting  for  interested  parties  to  at¬ 
tend.  Please  call  me  for  a  confirmed 
meting  time  if  you  would  like  to 
attend. 

Finally,  the  fate  of  the  discretion¬ 
ary  review  process  is  still  unde¬ 
cided.  The  entire  matter  has  been 
tabled  until  the  residential  conser¬ 
vation  controls  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  so 
consideration  of  this  issue  has  been 
postponed  until  at  least  the  month  of 
October.  Certain  members  of  this 
committee  are  using  this  time  to 
review  Planning  Department  reports 
and  policy  statements  regarding  this 
issue  to  better  understand  the  pos¬ 
sible  changes  the  new  Planning 
Commission  may  impose. 

Lombard  Plaza  Housing 

Seniors  who  had  moved  into  Lombard  Plaza,  a  118-unit  senior 
rental  project  at  240  Lombard  that  opened  in  April,  received  a  rude 
shock  when  the  developers  tried  to  shut  it  down  in  July. 

New  tenants  were  not  allowed  to  move  in,  and  deposits  were 
returned  to  potential  tenants  who  had  expressed  interest  in  moving 
into  the  building,  which  offered  two  meals  a  day  and  the  services  of 
a  professional  staff. 

The  developer,  Peregrine  Real  Estate  Group,  was  required  to 
provide  the  senior  housing  in  exchange  for  concessions  granted  by 
the  Planning  Department  in  granting  permits  to  construct  the  Parc 
Telegraph,  164  market  rate  condos  in  an  adjacent  building. 

An  informational  picket  line  at  the  projectforseveral  weekends  in 
July  got  good  media  coverage  —  and  the  attention  of  the  developer. 
Die  two  remaining  tenants,  Ann-Marie  Pansegrau  and  new  THD 
member  Muriel  Leff,  joined  the pickets.The picket  line  is  “on  hold” 
while  the  developer’s  consultant  studies  the  situation,  and  looks  for 
a  viable  solution. 


Permit  Appeals  hearing  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Sept.  9  at  5:30  in  room  282 
of  City  Hall.  Please  contact  Judy 
Fine  at  986-3945  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

Installation  of  the  new  lights  in 
Washington  Square  has  begun. 
Since  most  of  the  work  involves 
placing  the  new  lights  and  conduit 
underground,  and  each  day  the  con¬ 
tractor  fills  in  each  excavation,  it  is 
difficult  to  see  the  progress.  How¬ 
ever,  the  work  is  on  schedule,  to  be 
completed  in  time  for  an  illumina¬ 
tion  celebration  slated  for  sundown 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  11,  after  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  Day  parade. 

Our  involvement  and  dialogue 
with  the  Planning  Dept  continues. 
Inga  Horton,  a  senior  planner,  has 
scheduled  a  joint  meeting  with  North 
Beach  Neighbors,  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors  and  THD,  tentatively  set 
forTues,  Sept.  21  at  5:30  on  the  6th 
floor  of 450  McAllister  Street.  This 
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TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS 

Committee  Chairs  Invite  You  to  Join  a  Committee  of  Your  Choice 


Crime  Prevention:  PatLorentzen  781-0456 
Organizes  S.A.F.E.  neighborhood  watch  groups  and 
works  with  Police  Department  on  local  crime  prob¬ 
lems.  Participates  in  Police  Community  Relations 
Committee. 

Garfield  School  Liaison:  Tricia  Brown  433-1827 
Coordinates  volunteers  to  help  in  the  classroom  and 
with  school  projects. 

Hill’s  Angels:  Mia  Morrill  982-4850 
A  new  group,  getting  families  together  for  fun  and  to 
work  on  projects  that  make  the  Hill  a  better  place  to 
live. 

Landmarks  and  History:  Judy  Fink  986-3945, 

Martha  Schmidt  989-2681 
Currently  developing  a  walking  tour,  highlighting  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill’s  colorful  history  and  historic  buildings. 

Library:  Maria  Pimentell  392-0441 

Works  with  North  Beach  Library  and  helps  with  the 

library’s  problems  and  activities. 

Membership:  Betty  Kemper  296-8190 
Recruits  new  members,  coordinates  committee 
volunteers,handles  mailings,  updates  mailing  lists. 

Neighborhood  Improvement:  Jim  Miller  956-7848 
Deals  with  the  problems  of  graffiti,  trash,  illegal  dump¬ 
ing,  working  with  the  city  and  other  agencies. 

Neighborhood  Liaison:  Sue  Cautlien  391-0737 
Works  with  other  neighborhood  organizations,  prima¬ 
rily  the  Coalition  for  S.F.  Neighborhoods,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  of  51  neighborhood  groups. 

Parking  and  Transportation:  Nancy  Katz  986-1890, 

Gerald  Hurtado  788-7723 
Deals  with  the  neighborhood’s  chronic  traffic  and 
parking  problems,  working  with  the  Parking  Depart¬ 
ment.  Monitors  local  MUNI  service  and  schedules. 


Parks  and  Trees:  Michael  Marsh  982-7359 
Currently  involved  in  “Greening  of  the  Hill”—  an 
effort  to  enlist  the  neighborhood  in  tree-planting 
projects,  working  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

Planning  and  Zoning:  Jim  Valenti  398-0076 
Assists  neighbors  in  planning  and  zoning  problems 
and  presents  THD  positions  before  planning  bodies. 
Works  with  developers  and  the  city  to  protect  neigh¬ 
borhood  integrity  and  character. 

Presidio/GGNRA:  Jordan  Rosenberg  788-5338 
Monitors  and  participates  in  planning  for  the  future  of 
the  Presidio  as  a  national  park. 

Semaphore  Staff:  Editor:  Clyde  Steiner  398-8093. 

Advertising  Manager:  Steve  Hord  781-1117 
Willing  writers,  editors,  researchers  and  advertising 
sales  people  who  keep  our  quarterly  newsletter  lively. 

Social:  Jarilyn  Cerruti  421-3820 

Plans  and  hosts  THD  social  events—  membership 

meetings,  parties,  the  picnic,  the  Christmas  party. 

Waterfront/Embarcadero:  Bob  Tibbits  986-7227 
Rod  Freebaim-Smith  398-4094 
Follows  plans  for  the  Waterfront  and  the  Embarcadero, 
with  a  close  eye  on  new  developments  resulting  from 
the  demolition  of  the  Embarcadero  Freeway. 

Watchdog:  Betty  Kemper  296-8190 
Volunteers  attend  public  meetings  of  city  commis¬ 
sions  and  other  groups  to  gather  information  or  to 
present  a  THD  position. 

Computers:  Betty  Kemper  296-8190 
Volunteers  contribute  computer  time  or  expertise 
occasionally  to  help  with  projects. 
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MARY  ERCKENBRACK  Artist  on  the  Hill 


Mary  was  a  beauty  —  turquoise  eyes,  great  bones,  and  she  moved  like  a  ballerina. 
Photo:  Diana  Gaynor. 


If  art  is  life  and  life  imitates  art, 
then  Mary  Erckenbrack’s  legacy  is 
in  the  lasting  gift  of  her  creativity, 
which  in  the  Bay  Area  takes  many 
forms:  a  pride  offierce-looking  clay 
lions  guarding  a  Chinatown  hous¬ 
ing  project;  terra  cotta  children  and 
dolphins  sporting  in  a  blue-tiled 
fountain  at  Shriner’s  Hospital  on 
19th  Avenue;  a  six-foot  statue  of 
Christ  on  a  Concord  church;  the 
elegant  “Triangle  of  Healing” 
mural  on  a  Sutter  Street  medical 
center;  and  the  monumental  stone 
stegosaurus  and  pterodactyl  at  a  San 
Francisco  playground. 

Mary’ s  childhood  travels,  follow¬ 
ing  her  father’s  shipping  business 
activities  molded  the  child  and 
shaped  the  woman,  indeed,  like 


Mary  herself  would  have  formed 
one  of  her  exquisite  sculptures.  The 
walls  of  the  small  north  waterfront 
apartment  where  she  spent  her  final 
years  fairly  danced  with  light  and 
color  from  a  series  of  whimsical 
watercolors  of  Rio,  a  place  that 
Mary  loved  above  all  others  except, 
maybe.  Telegraph  Hill. 

Although  her  family  lived  in 
England,  Mary  attended  boarding 
school  at  L’ Havre,  France.  A  native 
of  the  Pacific  Northwest  she  took 
her  fine  arts  degree  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Washington.  She  returned 
to  Rio  as  an  adult,  after  the  death  of 
her  father,  and  lived  the  carefree  life 
of  a  Carioca  for  many  years  before 
migrating  to  San  Francisco  during 
the  war  years. 


“When  I  first  came  up  to  the 
Hill,”  Mary  told  me  in  an  interview 
last  year,  ‘  ‘I  found  a  little  place  at 
1306  1/2  Montgomery;  a  tiny  little 
place  in  the  back  that  hadn’t  been 
remodelled  yet.  I  thought,  the  first 
thing  I  must  do  is  find  a  good  butcher, 
a  good  hardware  store  and  a  good 
delicatessen.  There’s  Iacopi’s, 
there’s  Figoni’s,  and  next  door  to 
them  (Figoni’s)  was  a  very  fine 
delicatessen  shop.  I  got  used  to 
having  the  best  of  everything,  and  it 
was  hard  to  move  away. 

“I  had  to  make  a  living  when  I 
finally  settled  in  San  Francisco,” 
Mary  said  in  that  interview.  “So  I 
made  my  hallmarks  good  design, 
good  movement  and  good  color.” 
Much  of  her  early  work  was  for 
architects,  and  she  also  did  color 
planning  for  the  San  Francisco  Hous¬ 
ing  Authority.  Her  skill  and  crafts¬ 
manship  soon  landed  Mary  other 
public  works  projects,  such  as  li¬ 
braries,  parks  and  playgrounds. 

“I  like  doing  things  for  children 
to  play  on,”  said  Mary,  who  was 
childless  herself.  ‘  ‘I  also  designed 
drinking  fountains  using  terra  cotta 
pipe,  which  could  be  cut  short  so 
children  could  reach  the  water.” 

Mary  opened  her  shop,  at  1  Genoa 
in  North  Beach,  in  the  1940’s.  She 
turned  out  a  prodigious  amount  of 
work  from  there,  but  told  me  she 
didn’t  use  assistants  or  apprentices. 
‘  ‘I  had  employees,  ’  ’  she  said,  ‘  ‘quite 
a  number  of  them,  actually.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  turnover.  I  guess 
that  was  because  artists  would  rather 
be  off  doing  their  own  thing.” 
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by  Diana  Gaynor 


She  was  a  bit  of  a  free  spirit 
herself.  She  was  married  once, 
apparently  briefly,  and  though  leg¬ 
end  has  it  that  men  used  to  flock  to 
the  beautiful  Mary’s  door,  she  pre¬ 
ferred  to  operate  independently.  She 
quickly  became  a  North  Beach  regu¬ 
lar,  and  was  a  major  player  in  the 
1950’s  Beat  scene.  Friends  say  of 
her  that  she  never  tried  to  get  any¬ 
thing  from  anybody;  she  was  not  in 
the  least  acquisitive.  She  created 
her  art  for  the  love  of  it,  not  the 
money,  although  getting  commis¬ 
sions  for  her  work  was  a  great  source 
of  satisfaction  and  wonder  for  her. 

She  was  an  independent  woman 
in  an  era  when  most  females  were 
tied  to  hearth  and  home,  and  she  was 
able  to  make  money  doing  what  she 
loved.  What  more  can  anyone  ask 
of  life? 

‘  ‘I  had  a  lot  of  fun  up  on  the  Hill 
and  in  North  Beach,”  Mary  said. 
“New  Pisa’s  my  old  ground,  as  it 
were;  I  did  the  mural  for  them,  for 
the  old  place  at  Grant  and  Vallejo.  ’  ’ 

Mary  established  a  ceramics 
school  in  Napa  in  1948,  which  is 
still  flourishing  today.  “They  asked 
me  to  stay,”  Mary  said,  “but  I  was 
anxious  to  get  back  to  my  shop.” 

In  1964,  the  lure  of  Portugal  did 
entice  Mary  away  from  the  little 
shop  on  Genoa.  She  was  invited  to 
study  tile  work  and  sculpture  with 
master  craftsmen  at  the  Calouste 
Gulbenkian  Foundation  in  Lisbon  - 
the  Guggenheim  of  Europe.  ‘  ‘I  had 
the  run  of  the  factory;  turned  out 
tiles  and  sculpture,  eight  months  of 
work.”  Mary  always  looked  pen¬ 
sive  when  she  talked  about  that 


period  of  her  life,  because  many  of 
the  exquisite  works  she  produced 
and  exhibited  there  were  lost  in 
shipment  back  to  America.  “It’s 
such  a  sad  story,”  she  used  to  say, 
“that  I  almost  hate  to  tell  it.” 

“But  I’m  not  just  aceramicist,” 
she  said  firmly.  “I’m  an  all-pur¬ 
pose  artist.” 

That  she  was. 

After  returning  from  Portugal, 
Mary  opened  a  studio  on  the 
Embarcadero,  down  in  the  South 
Beach  area.  She  set  up  her  wheel 
there,  fired  up  her  kiln  and  began 
designing  the  lovely  blue  and  white 
ceramic  tiles  with  the  skills  she  had 
acquired  in  Lisbon.  Many  of  the 
table  tops  and  wall  murals  she  cre¬ 
ated  in  that  period  are  done  with 
these  exquisite  tiles.  Mary  lost  the 
Embarcadero  studio  to  developers, 
and  transferred  her  operations  to 
Fort  Mason,  where  she  worked  on 
her  larger  pieces  for  the  rest  of  her 
life. 

She  was  also  one  of  a  group  of 
well-known  San  Francisco  artists 
who  would  gather  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ings  at  Charlie  Farr’s  Potrero  Hill 
studio  to  sketch  live  models  and  talk 
about  their  art. 

She  would  walk  down  to  a 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  bar  from  her 
Kearny  Street  apartment  every 
morning  to  have  her  brandy  and 
coffee.  She  could  often  be  seen  on 
the  streets  of  North  Beach,  striding 
purposefully  with  that  erect  car¬ 
riage  upon  one  or  another  errand. 

The  last  time  I  ran  into  Mary  was 
the  THD  Christmas  Party  at  Julius 
Castle.  She  was  comfortably  en¬ 


sconced  at  a  window  table  by  the 
time  I  hit  the  tail  end  of  the  food 
line,  and  I  was  struck  once  again  by 
the  drop-dead  elegance  of  the 
woman  as  she  chatted  graciously 
with  an  admirer.  I  stopped  to  speak 
briefly  with  her  myself,  for  I  am  also 
one  of  her  ardent  admirers.  She  had 
kind  words  about  the  article  I’d 
written,  but  hastened  to  remind  me 
most  gently  that  one  of  her  sculp¬ 
tures  was  actually  20  feet  long,  not 
the  sixteen  feet  I’d  erroneously 
noted. 

That  was  Mary. 


Saturday 
Nov.  7  is 
CLEAN-UP 

Day 

JOIN  THE  THD  CREW 

Call  Bob  Matthews 
956-4574  to  help 
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Reapportionment 


by  Gerald  Hurtado 

The  recent  National  Census 
showed  big  growth  in  California 
over  the  last  ten  years.  The  State, 
now  almost  30  million,  will  get  52 
seats  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  —  an  increase  of  seven  mem¬ 
bers. 

State  reapportionment  on  the 
basis  of  population  also  affects  the 
way  our  California  State  Senate  and 
Assembly  district  lines  are  redrawn 
and  given  new  numbers. 

In  January  1993,  Western  San 
Francisco,  which  includes  the  Sun¬ 
set  and  the  Richmond,  will  become 
the  12th  Assembly  District.  Eastern 
San  Francisco,  which  includes  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill,  will  become  the  13th 
Assembly  District. 

The  big  change  for  Telegraph 
Hill  residents  is  that  Assembly 
Speaker  Willie  Brown,  Jr.,  who  was 
elected  speaker  by  his  fellow  as¬ 
semblymen,  will  run  for  re-election 
in  November  as  the  City  ’  s  represen¬ 
tative  from  the  newly  formed  13th 
Assembly  District.  Our  present 
Assemblyman,  John  Burton,  will 
run  for  re-election  in  the  newly 
formed  12th  Assembly  District. 

The  California  State  Assembly 
has  80  members  and  25  standing 
committees.  The  Speaker  presides 
over  the  Assembly,  appoints  com¬ 
mittee  members,  and  meets  with  the 
leadership  (The  Governor,  State 
Senate  and  State  Assembly)  regard¬ 
ing  the  formulation  of  law  and  fiscal 
matters  for  the  State. 

United  States  Congresswoman 
Nancy  Pelosi  and  California  State 
Senator  Milton  Marks,  if  re-elected 
in  November,  will  continue  to  rep¬ 


resent  the  residents  of  Telegraph 
Hill  though  their  districts  will  have 
been  reconfigured  and  renumbered. 

The  United  States  Senate  race 
and  the  city’s  local  elections  remain 
unaffected  by  reapportionment. 

This  election  year  is  unusual  in 
another  way  because  the  voters  will 
have  the  unique  opportunity  to  elect 
California’s  two  United  States  Sena¬ 
tors  at  the  same  time  this  Novem¬ 
ber. 

The  final  date  to  register  to  vote 
is  October  5,  1992.  Election  day  is 
Tuesday,  November  3,  1992.  For 
voter  information  contact  the  Reg¬ 
istrar  of  Voters  at  554-4375. 


Our  Neighborhood 

CLEAN-UP 

NOVEMBER  7th 

We  supply  the 
Brooms  and  Bags, 

You  supply  the  Brawn 
Join  the  Street  Paly 


CALL  Bob  Matthews 
956-4574 

..and  make  a  date  with 
your  broom 


How  To  Talk  To  City  Hall 


Mayor  Frank  Jordan  554-6141 

Room  200,  City  Hall,  San  Francisco,  94102 
Supervisors: 

Room  235,  City  Hall,  San  Francisco,  94102 
Roberta  Achtenberg  554-5556 

Angela  Alioto  554-7788 


Harry  Britt 
Jim  Gonzalez 
Terence  Hallinan 
Carole  Midgen 
Kevin  Shelley 


554-5145 

554-5338 

554-7766 

554-4033 

554-4005 


California  State  Assembly  Speaker  Willie  Brown,  Jr.  is  seen  here  flanked  by  neighbors  in 
the  Kearny  Street  park.  Photo  by  Da\’id  Gladstone. 
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Take  a  Walk! 

October’ s  glorious  weather  is  the 
perfect  time  for  a  stroll  around  our 
interesting  neighborhood,  and  there 
are  several  opportunities  to  find  out 
just  how  interesting  it  is. 

City  Guides,  in  conjunction  with 
THD’s  Landmarks  and  History 
Committee,  will  offer  a  Telegraph 
Hill  walk  highlighting  the  Hill’s 
colorful  history  in  October,  as  part 
of  their  Special  Neighborhood 
Walks  program. 

Led  by  former  Telegraph  Hill 
resident  Margaret  Sheehan,  the  walk 
will  be  offered  twice:  Wednesday, 
October  7  at  5:30  p.m.,  and  Satur¬ 
day,  October  17  at  1  p.m.  For 
details,  pick  up  a  schedule  of  Octo¬ 
ber  walks  at  the  North  Beach  Li¬ 
brary  or  call  City  Guides  at  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  office,  557- 
4266. 

Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  is 
offering  a  guided  tour  of  the  Filbert 
Street  Steps  and  its  gardens  Satur¬ 
day,  October  3  from  10  a.  m.  til 
noon.  Meet  landscape  architect 
Cheryl  Kollin  at  the  entrance  to  Coit 
Tower  for  this  one. 


San  Francisco  Water  Department 
is  conducting  a  study  to  check  lead 
and  copper  levels  in  the  water 
samples  from  the  consumers’  taps 
for  copper  plumbing  installed  be¬ 
tween  1982  and  1986. 

If  your  entire  system's  plumbing 
was  installed  between  those  dates 
and  you  would  like  to  participate  in 
this  study,  please  send  a  self  ad- 


Welcome  New  Members 

by  Betty  Kemper 

THD  would  like  to  welcome 
members  who  joined  in  June,  July 
&  August.  We  look  forward  to  your 
help  in  making  the  the  Hill  an  even 
grater  place  to  live.  Welcome  to: 

Nan  McGuire,  D’ann  Ford,  Judy 
Frankel,  Mrs.  Conway,  Martti 
Vallila,  David  Morgenstein,  Sherryl 
Keyes,  Clara  Gamapol,  Elizabeth 
Wright,  Ann  Pongracz  &  Steve 
Yokem,  BZ  Goldberg  &  Heidi 
Coleman,  Lee  &  Fran  Wolterding, 
Sue  Adolphson,  Eileen  Fleming, 
Richard  Bullock,  George  Nielsen, 
Mark  Magid,  Tricia  Brown,  Wil¬ 
liam  Jung,  William  Kirkland,  Re¬ 
becca  Campos,  FL  Fox,  Priscilla 
Giacchino,  Anthony  Azzollini,  Dr. 
Dan  Schwatrz,  Bill  Brennan,  Wil¬ 
liam  Beyers  Jr.,  Craig  Lipton,  Bob 
Lenci,  Alexander  Leff,  Elizabeth 
Peck  Repass,  Joan  Watkins. 

We  encourage  you  to  use  your 
new  membership  to  its  fullest  by 
joining  a  committee  of  your  choice. 
Use  the  new  member  information 
which  your  received  in  the  mail  to 
help  you  to  explore  all  the  possibili¬ 
ties.  A  special  invitation  to  all  of 
you  to  participate  on  September  27 
at  the  Coit  Tower  picnic. 


dressed  envelope  to:  Lead  and  Cop¬ 
per  Study  Program,  Water  Quality 
Division,  San  Francisco  Water  De¬ 
partment,  PO  Box  730,  Millbrae, 
CA  94030. 

You  will  be  notified  if  you  are 
selected  for  the  study.  The  results  of 
the  analysis  will  be  made  available 
to  each  participant  at  the  end  of  the 
study. 


Crime  Notes 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 

The  current  statistics  reflect  an 
increase  over  last  year,  partly  due  to 
the  number  of  robberies  committed 
by  one  person  during  a  two-week 
span  in  June.  Fortunately,  good 
descriptions  of  the  suspect  by  vic¬ 
tims  and  similarity  in  method  of 
robbery  assisted  the  police  in  their 
stakeout  and  ultimate  arrest.  At 
present,  the  suspect  is  in  jail,  await¬ 
ing  trial. 

Safety  tips:  Develop  street 
smarts;  be  aware  of  those  around 
you;  avoid  dangerous  spots;  walk 
with  a  pal  when  possible.  Come  to 
the  Police  Community  Relations 
Meeting  Thursday,  September  17, 
7:30  pm  at  Central  Police  Station, 
766  Vallejo  St. 

Representatives  from  SAFE  will 
offer  advice  on  personal  safety  and 
home  security.  They  will  also  an¬ 
swer  your  questions  on  setting  up 
your  own  SAFE  block  -  a  proven 
way  for  you  and  your  neighbors  to 
band  together  to  fight  crime  and 
protect  yourselves  and  your  prop¬ 
erty. 

Crime  Statistics 
1992  v.  1991 

MAY-JULY  MAY-JULY 

TYPE  1991  1992  %  CHANGE 


Homocide 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

1 

Robbery 

13 

26 

Assaul t 

20 

26 

Burglary 

37 

23 

Theft 

103 

139 

Auto 

28 

30 

Other 

167 

180 

TOTAL 

368 

425 

TOTAL  MAJOR* 

201 

245 

•Homicide,  Rape, 

Robbery, 

Assault 

Burglary,  Grand/Petty  Theft,  Auto 
Theft,  Purse  Snatch 


Testing  For  Lead  in  Your  Water  Supply 
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Saga  of  the  Porn  Shop  on  Bay  Street 


by  Bob  Tibbits 

It  has  been  over  a  year  since  the 
THD  and  North  Beach  Neighbors 
petitioned  the  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Discretionary  Review  of  a 
Building  Permit  for  the  operation  of 
a  pom  shop  at  389  Bay  Street. 

Shortly  before  the  Commission 
was  scheduled  to  hear  the  case  in 
November,  the  operator,  Yeung  Piu, 
decided  to  withdraw  his  permit  ap¬ 
plication.  Bob  Passmore,  Zoning 
Administrator,  advised  petitioners 
that  the  matter  would  be  turned  over 
to  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspec¬ 
tion  for  appropriate  enforcement 
action. 

The  Director  of  Public  Works 
had  already  issued  a  first  Notice  of 
Violation  in  May  for  Piu’ s  failure  to 
have  obtained  City  Planning  De¬ 
partment  approval  of  his  Permit  Ap¬ 
plication.  Piu  continued  to  “stone¬ 
wall”  and  a  second  Notice  of  Vio¬ 
lation  was  given  November  25,  1991. 

Following  an  administrative  hear¬ 
ing  in  January,  without  the  benefit 
of  Piu’s  presence,  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  BBI  cited  the  premises  as 
‘  ‘unsafe  and  substandard’  ’  and  gave 
Piu  30  days  to  correct  planning  code 
violations.  Piu  again  failed  to  take 
any  action  and  did  not  even  deign  to 
appear  at  a  subsequent  hearing  by 
the  Code  Enforcement  Division  June 
17th.  The  Hearing  Officer,  at  the 
urging  of  commercial  and  neigh¬ 
borhood  representatives,  granted  an 
Order  of  Abatement  and  gave  Piu 
just  1 5  days  (rather  than  the  custom¬ 


ary  30)  to  file  a  new  Permit  Appli¬ 
cation. 

A  short  time  later,  Piu’s  attorney 
requested  a  rehearing  claiming  Piu 
had  been  deprived  of  due  process. 
The  division  conceded  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  avoiding  further  delay  and  a 
rehearing  was  granted  on  July  15th. 

Piu’s  attorney  claimed  the  inte¬ 
rior  partitions  were  easily  remov¬ 
able  and  less  than  the  5  foot  9  inch 
standard  for  requiring  a  permit  in 
the  first  place. 

Building  InspectorBob  McNolke 
examined  the  premises  that  after¬ 
noon  and  found  the  partitions  not 
only  permanently  installed,  but  more 
than  the  minimum  height. 

An  Order  of  Abatement  was  is¬ 
sued  and  Piu  was  given  30  days  to 
remedy  the  situation.  If  he  fails  to 
do  so,  the  matter  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  City  Attorney’s  office  for 
enforcement  proceedings. 


©  '92  Rita  Buchfmck 


YOU 
CAN 
MAKE 
THE 
DIFFERENCE 


It's 
Important 
That  YOU 
Take  Time  To 
VOTE! 

Attend  the 
THD 

Pre-Election 
Coffee 
Meeting 
Sunday  Nov  1 


William  li.  Kirkland 

Computers  In  Plain  English 
1172  Kearny  Street 
San  Francsico.  CA  94133 
415.982.4144 


BANNAM  PLACE  IS  LOCATED 
BETWEEN  UNION  &  GREEN  STREETS 
PARALLEL  TO  UPPER  GRANT  AVENUE 
CALL  (415)  986-2701 


HANDYMAN  -  repairs,  painting,  buildingshelves,  decks, 
fences.  References,  reasonable  rates.  Harry  Irving 
781-1483 
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North  Beach  Library  News 


POETRY 

The  North  Beach  Library  will 
hold  two  evenings  of  poetry,  slide/ 
poems  and  music  in  September. 
Both  programs  are  free,  begin  at 
7PM  and  last  about  an  hour. 

September  16  the  poets  featured 
will  be  Marsha  Campbell,  author  of 
Reply  of  Our  Lady  Teresa  to  the 
Poet  Crenshaw  on  the  Occasion  of 
His  Having  Written  a  HymnforHer 
Sake  a  Few  Years  After  Her  Death 
and  Ken  Wainio,  whose  recent  book 
Amorfos  has  been  excerpted  in  both 
The  City  Lights  and  Aegean  re¬ 
views. 

September  23  poets  Tony 
Vaughn,  author  of  the  recent  collec¬ 
tion  of  poems,  Dangerous  Bet,  will 
be  reading  along  with  Ronald  F. 
Sauer,  who  will  be  presenting  a 
poetry  reading  with  a  slide 
show  of  poems  afterpaint¬ 
ings  from  Breughel  to 
Rothko. 

North  Beach  Library  is  at 
Mason  and  Columbus. 

KID  STUFF 


Friday  October  16  at  3:45  PM 
Dean  Keppel  will  tell  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  stories  as  part  of  a  S.F.  Public 
Library  Storytelling  Festival. 

Wednesday,  October  28  at 
7:30PM  storyteller  Carolyn  Pow¬ 
ers  will  tell  scary  stories  for  the 
whole  family.  Come  in  costume  if 
you  wish. 

©  '92  Rita  Buchfmck 


SOME  NEW  OR  SOON  TO 
ARRIVE  BIOGRAPHIES 

Marilyn:  The  Last  Take  by 
Brown  &  Barham.  The  authors 
look  at  the  last  14  weeks  of  Marilyn 
Monroe’s  life 

Blue  Angel:  The  Life  of  Marlene 
Dietrich  By  Spoto.  Explores  her 
life  in  detail... includes  75  photos. 
Sean  Cannery:  From  007 to  Hol¬ 
lywood  Icon  by  Yule.  Inter¬ 
views  with  Connery’s  friends, 
foes  and  the  women  he  has 
known  result  in  this  inside  por¬ 
trait. 

Pearl:  The  Obsessions  and 
Passions  of  Janis  Joplin  by 
Ambum.  Biography  of  rock/ 
blues  singer  Janis  Joplin,  fea¬ 
turing  never-before  revealed  de¬ 
tails  about  her  tumultuous  life 
and  tragic  death. 

Bill  Graham  Presents  by 
Graham  & 

”0><[  Greenfield.  Autobi- 
ography  of  Bill  Gra- 
ham,  legendary 
promotor  and  impresa¬ 
rio  who  shaped  rock  music  over 
three  decades.  50  photos. 

The  Lizard  King:  The  Es¬ 
sential  Jim  Morrison  by 
Hopkins.  Startling  new  mate¬ 
rial  about  Jim  Morrison,  lead 
singer  of  the  Doors  and  one  of 
the  last  great  American  rock 
legends.  16  pages  of  photos. 


Ll  LE 


CITY 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m. 

Telephone  434-2900 


TREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDINGl 


BOOK 


Saturday 
October  10th 
1 1  a.m  to  3  p.m 

4000  BOOKS 
50  cents  each 

Hardcover  &  Paperbacks 

Sponsored  by 
Friends  of  the  Library 

NORTH  BEACH  BRANCH 
LIBRARY 
2000  Mason  at  Columbus 


MCGUIRE 

REAL  ESTATE  _  SINCE  1919 


BLANCHE  STREETER 

SPECIALIST  IN 
Telegraph  Hill 
Russian  Hill 
North  Beach 
Properties 


1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555 
Residence  (415)  673-7483 


© 


i 


Matteq  Ciuffreda 

781-1063 

■zR ■  -^Uattzucci  &  do. 

SINCE  1*04 
MANUfACTURINO 

FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


An  innovative  portrayal  of 
San  Francisco's  literary 
phenomenon 

it’s  the  beat  generation, 
it’s  beat, 

it’s  the  beat  to  keep, 
it’s  the  beat  of  the  heart . . . 

the  faCeS  Jack  Kcrouac 

September  3  —  October  4 
Thurs.  —  Sat.  8  pm,  Sun.  2  pm 
Reservations  928-4860 
LOCATED  IN  THE  CANNERY 

Including  the  works  of 

Corso  -  DiPrima  -  Ferlinghetti  -  Ginsberg 

Kaufman  -  Kerouac  -  McClure  -  Snyder 


LOREDANA  SAGNOTTI 

Uniquely  designed  Jewelry  for  Individuals 
18K  gold  and  Gemstones 

Diploma.  Bottega  DeH'Artista 
Goldsmithing  School,  Rome 

By  Appointment  Only 
(415)  362-7457 


ABLE  BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  CO. 

868  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94107,  Tel:  981-8070 


Angelo  J.  Boschetto 


Conveniently  located  in  the  heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman's  Wharf 


Daily  Rates 
$45  to  $65 
Weekly  Rates 
Available 


2237  Mason,  S.F, 


SAN  R6MO 


HOTEL  &  RESTAURANT 


Since  1906 
(415)776-8688  Hotel. 


Tom  and  Robert  Field 
invit  you  to  their 
reopened  restaurant. 
Chef  John  Littlewood 
serves  interpretations  of 
traditional  San  Francisco 
recipes. 


673-9090  Restaurant 
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Richard  Panelliys  Olives  An  Adventure  For  Hill  Kids 

by  Rozell  Overmire  by  Mia  Morrill 


I  became  really  interested  in  ol¬ 
ives  when  I  moved  into  my  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  home  in  1980.  There 
were  two  olive  trees  on  the  street 
level  that  were  beginning  to  fruit. 
We  picked  the  crop  that  year  and 
with  the  help  of  our  Greek  neighbor, 
Chris  Petropoulos,  and  a  booklet 
from  the  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  we  preserved  our  olives. 

They  were  too  salty,  so  we  began 
to  ask  everyone  about  how  to  pre¬ 
serve  olives.  Richard  Panelli  gave 
us  his  family  version  in  1988.  We 
even  tried  to  squeeze  our  own  olive 
oil  after  a  bumper  crop  last  year. 
But  we  now  know  what  an  effort 
olive  oil  takes  and  we  will  leave  it  to 
the  experts! 

Panelli  Brothers  Delicatessen  on 
Stockton  has  been  a  part  of  North 
Beach  for  many  years.  They  used  to 
order  fresh  olives 
from  a  grove  north 
of  San  Francisco  and 
sell  them  to  custom¬ 
ers  so  they  could  put 
them  up  themselves. 

They  also  shipped 
many  cases  of  fresh 
olives  to  delicates¬ 
sens  back  East. 

Health  laws  don’t 
permit  the  sale  of 
fresh  olives  today, 
but  Richard  still  puts 
them  up  for  his  fam¬ 
ily.  He  doesn’t  sell 
his  own  supply  but 
wants  to  share  his 
recipe. 


On  the  roof  of  the  Pier  39  parking 
garage  we  enjoyed  Summer’ s  harvest. 

Every  Friday  from  8  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.  Marin  County  Farmers  Market 
offers  our  little  comer  of  the  world 
the  chance  to  share  in  the  bounty  of 
farmers,  bakers  and  artisans. 

We  learned  about  furniture  craft¬ 
ing  from  a  cabinet  maker  who 
builds  without  nails.  She  pegs  the 
joints  together. 

A  farmer  told  us  that  she  pops  her 
ripe  peaches  in  the  freezer  till  Janu¬ 
ary  or  February,  and  when  she  gets 
really  hungry  for  a  summer  peach, 
she  just  runs  it  under  hot  water  until 
the  skin  mbs  off,  then  lets  it  defrost. 
She  promises  that  we  will  never  find 
a  fresher  summer  taste  in  the  middle 
of  the  winter. 

At  another  stand  we  were  told 
that  frozen  grapes  make  a  nice  re¬ 
freshing  treat  in  the  heat.  We  do 


have  some  hot  days  of  September 
waiting  for  us  on  The  Hill,  so  we 
will  try  that,  too!  Eric  couldn’t  re¬ 
sist  the  special  offer  of  “buy  five 
plants  and  get  one  free’’  from  an 
herb  vendor.  She  helped  him  make 
a  fine  selection,  explaining  the  needs 
of  each  plant.  My  neighbors  will  be 
pleased  that  my  son  steered  away 
from  the  Lemon  Eucalyptus  when 
he  learned  that  this  unassuming  little 
plant  would  quickly  become  a  sixty 
foot  tree. 

Our  arms  were  loaded,  but  we 
could  not  pass  by  the  delicious  look¬ 
ing  pastries  without  selecting  a  few 
to  enjoy  after  our  trek  home.  They 
proved  to  be  the  horse's  carrot,  for 
without  them  we  may  not  have 
made  it  home  as  cheerily. 

Maybe  we  should  not  have  pur¬ 
chased  a  whole  flat  of  strawberries? 


r - — - - - - ■- - — - — - 

I  PANELLFS  OLIVES 

Panelli  doesn’t  use  carefully  measured  ingredients  because  he  puts  up  large  barrels  of  olives.  He 
_  starts  with  salt  and  water,  soaking  the  olives  to  remove  bitterness.  Green  olives  take  longer.  To  give 
them  a  bit  of  flavor,  he  puts  a  bag  of  spices  (crushed  nutmeg,  whole  cloves,  whole  black  pepper)  in  the 
I  brine. 

After  rinsing  in  clear  water,  he  puts  the  olives  in  a  mixture  of  homemade  vinegar,  extra  virgin  olive 
oil,  thyme,  oregano,  red  peppers  (whole,  not  broken  or  they  will  be  too  hot),  and  garlic. 

He  thinks  the  extra  virgin  olive  oil  makes  them  very  oily,  so  he  pours  off  the  mixture  and  adds  a  lighter 
pure  olive  oil  later  for  storing  them. 

University  of  California,  Department  of  Agriculture  leaflet  July  1980,  suggests  8  oz.  salt  to  1  gallon 
water  to  make  a  brine.  The  Complete  Greek  Cookbook,  by  Theresa  Yianilos  suggests  1  cup  salt  to  1  quart 
water.  She  says  to  cover  washed  olives  with  a  brine  in  a  crock  or  glass  jar.  To  keep  olives  submerged, 
she  suggests  placing  a  weight,  such  as  a  small  plate  or  a  washed  rock  on  top. 

Olives  can  remain  in  this  brine  for  months.  Before  eating,  rinse  olives  in  clear  water,  split  each  one 
with  a  knife  and  marinate. 

I  THD  RECIPE  CARD 


L 


J 
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Comments  Heard  at  the  North  Beach  Fair 


by  Rod  Freebaim-Smith 

PRO 

-“This  is  finally  a  Fair  of  local 
businesses.” 

-“The  shops  are  properly  benefit¬ 
ing  this  year,  the  booths  are  fewer 
and  only  on  one  side  of  the  street.” 

-“The  Italian  merchants  have  fi¬ 
nally  gotten  their  act  together.” 

-“The  range  of  Italian  food  and 
activities  is  pleasantly  diverse,  in¬ 
teresting  enough.” 

-“It  is  good  to  see  real  people  of  all 
economic  groups;  the  old  fair  ap¬ 
pealed  mostly  to  middle  class  and 
yuppy  visitors.” 

-“The  tents  and  theater  stage  in 
Washington  Square  present  a  beau¬ 
tiful  image  and  good  weekend  in 
our  favorite  outdoor  space.” 


CON 

- ‘  This  neighborhood  is  50%  Asian; 
where  are  the  Oriental  foods?” 

-“The  20  &  30  year  olds  are  drink¬ 
ing  and  enjoying  the  bands;  there  is 
nothing  for  other  age  groups  &  other 
interests.” 

-“There  is  no  presence  of  the  artist 
community;  no  poetry,  no  local 
music,  no  crafts,  one  kind  of  music 
only.” 

-“Each  booth  sells  a  small  plate  of 
pasta  for  $5.00;  too  much  for  too 
little.” 

-“The  tone  is  boozing,  loud  music 
and  motorcycles;  North  Beach  is 
that  and  much  more.” 

-“I  love  to  buy  tilings  at  fairs;  there 
is  nothing  to  buy  here  but  food.” 

-“Neighborhood  residents  stayed 
away  from  this  year’s  Fair  in 
droves.” 


Saving  A  Garden's 
Sunlight 

by  Judy  Kamstra-Fink 

Telegraph  Hill  neighbors 
mounted  a  protest  to  save  the  85 
year  old  garden  at  341  Lombard 
Street  at  the  Board  of  Permit  Ap¬ 
peals  July  29th. 

Carrying  homemade  signs,  Kitty 
Donnelly,  Eula  Walter,  Teddy 
Adams,  Margaret  Sheehsan,  Billie 
Atlas  and  Ken  Scudder  spoke  to 
defend  the  vegetable  and  flower 
garden  from  being  shadowed  by  the 
new  building  construction  at  347- 
349  Lombard. 

There  will  be  another  Permit 
Appeals  meeting  September  9th  at 
400  Van  Ness,  Room  282.  Call  me 
at  986-3945  to  help  save  one  of  the 
last  old  time  gardens  on  the  Hill. 


The 

Fog  Hill 
Market 

Kearney  &  Green  Streets 
HOURS: 

7  Days  a  Week 
9:00  AM  -  12  Midnight 
Dell  &  Sandwiches 

FREE  DELIVERY 
781-8817 
Call  Susan  or  Simon 


THD  Booth  at  the  North  Beach  Fair  in  Washington  Square  Park.  A  bigger  banner  next  time  ? 


1 4  Midway  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


Ftichard  Hanlin 


Drilled  Foundations 

(415)  956-2909 


License  #300555 


Hanlin  Construction 


Washington  Square  ,  «  * 

Bar  rill. 

Wa^wMon 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

■ 

Urwnr 

In 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

TELEGRAPH  HILL  FAMILY  MEDICAL  GROUP 

BENJAMIN  FONG,  M.D. 

FAMILY  PRACTICE 


660  LOMBARD  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133 
421-6441 


CITY  LIGHTS 

Booksellers  &,  Publishers 
261  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  362-8193 


CM 

RESTAURANT  -  BAR 
7  'til  6  CU/IU 

1031  Kearny  434-1308 

Oim  Stevens  Painting' 

Licensed  Painting  Contractor 
Residential  Interiors  and  Exteriors 

THD  References 

928-8111 


CoitJILiquor 


THE  WINE  &  SPIRITS  EXPERTS 

On  Washington  Square 

5  8  5  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  9413  3 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  41  5/986-4036 
1-800-2  5  5-COIT 


Neva  Steffens 

Computer  Transcription 
& 

Business  Services 

O:  (415)776-4201 
F:  (415)  776-1406 


Resumes,  Mailings,  Letters,  Legal  Documents, 
Theses,  Scripts,  Manuscripts,  Menus. 
Transcription  from  tapes  or  handwritten  notes 

Post  Office  Box  330037 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133-0037 
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Port  Pourri  by  Bob  mbits 


If  you’ve  visited  Fisherman’s 
Wharf  lately  you  might  be  surprised 
to  see  piledriver  activity  at  Pier  43- 
1/2  (see  “Piers  and  Parking  Lots’’ 
The  Semaphore,  June  1992,  page 
28).  The  Port  has  persuaded  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Conservation  and 
Development  Commission  that  20 
new  pile  replacements  and  fenders 
along  the  western  edge  of  the  pier 
are  needed  to  safely  support  the 
public  access  walkway  leading  to 
the  obscure  viewing  area  at  the  end 
of  the  pier  and  to  protect  the  walk¬ 
way  from  the  Red  and  White  ferry 
boat  berthed  at  the  floating  pier 
opposite  Pier  43-1/2. 

We  commend  the  Port  on  allo¬ 
cating  an  estimated  $125,000  for 
this  work  to  serve  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  but  cynically  suspect  the 
Franciscan  Parking  Lot  will  get  some 
newly  surfaced  parking  spaces  in 
the  bargain.  Last  mondi  die  Port 
submitted  a  21 -page  response  to 
BCDC  pleading  that  pile  replace¬ 
ment  and  resurfacing  of  this  parking 
lot  was  “necessary  for  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  of  the  public  in 
the  entire  Bay  area,’’  among  other 
contentions  that  BCDC  jurisdiction 
was  not  valid  because  there  would 
be  no  change  in  the  use  of  this  pier. 

****!( C  * 

Meanwhile,  we  are  still  waiting 
for  the  Port’ s  response  to  provisions 
of  a  conditional  use  permit  granted 
by  the  City  Planning  Commission 
more  than  a  decade  ago.  CPC  Reso¬ 
lution  No.  9226,  calling  for  “The 
first  120  feet  east  of  the  curb  along 
Taylor  Street  between  Jefferson 
Street  and  The  Embarcadero  shall 


be  set  aside  for  pedestrian  move¬ 
ment,  excluding  the  proposed  3,300 
square  foot  pavilion,”  was  passed 
November  12,  1981.  To  this  day 
there  are  still  some  33  parking  spaces 
occupying  this  designated  “open 
space”  area  south  of  the  restroom 
and  gift  shop  pavilion. 

Two  new  Port  Commission  ap¬ 
pointments  of  Mayor  Frank  Jordan 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  Ming  Chang,  a  Vice 
President  of  Swiss  Bank  Corpora¬ 
tion,  will  fill  out  the  term  of  re¬ 
signed  commissioner  Dr.  Arthur  H. 
Coleman,  which  expires  May  1, 
1994.  Frank  J.  O’Neill  fills  the  slot 
vacated  by  James  Bouskos  that  runs 
to  May  1,  1996. 

Ms.  Chang  has  an  extensive 
record  of  public  service  dating  back 
to  her  work  in  economic  develop¬ 
ment  under  Mayor  Feinstein  from 
1974  to  1977.  Currently,  she  is  also 
a  director  of  the  Chinese  Commu¬ 
nity  Housing  Corporation,  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Council  of  International 
Trade,  the  Shanghai  Sister  City 
Committee  and  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  Inc. 
Commissioner  Chang  and  President 
Douglas  Wong  will  give  the  City’s 
Asian  American  community  its 
greatest  representation  on  the  five 
member  commission. 

Commissioner  O’Neill  comes 
from  a  background  in  commercial 
and  industrial  real  estate  develop¬ 
ment.  He  is  President  of  Menlo- 
O’ Neill  Associates,  a  firm  special¬ 
izing  in  investment  banking  and 
joint  ventures  in  the  real  estate  field. 


Commissioner  O’  Neill’ s  other  civic 
activities  include  serving  as  co- 
chairman  of  the  Cork  Sister  City 
Committee,  program  chairman  for 
the  San  Francisco  Rotary  Club  and 
founder  and  past  president  of  the 
Hibernian  Newman  Club  of  San 
Francisco. 

j|«  sfe  jjc  afe  jfc 

The  Port  Commission  decided  to 
rename  China  Basin  Street  and  has 
unanimously  declared  this  mile- long 
southern  waterfront  stretch  shall 
henceforth  be  a  “Boulevard”  hon¬ 
oring  a  former  Supervisor,  the  late 
Terry  Francois.  China  Basin  Street, 
which  will  become  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  new  Mission  Bay 
Project,  is  basically  an  access  road 
to  Piers  48  through  64,  also  serving 
some  popular  waterfront  restaurants, 
the  City’s  only  boat  launching  ramp 
and  the  fishing  pier  at  Agua  Vista 
Park  in  the  Central  Basin.  Once  it 
becomes  a  boulevard,  will  palm  trees 
be  next? 


©  '92  Rita  Buchfinck 


GREAT  BUY...BY  THE  BAY 


Designer  Studios  From  The  Low  $150,000's 


At  Parc  Telegraph,  choice  location  and  liveable 
prices  go  hand-in-hand.  In  the  fashionable 
Telegraph  Hill-Embarcadero  neighborhood. 

Location!  Location!  Location! 

Walking  distance  to  the  financial  district, 

Parc  Telegraph  has  everything  in  San  Francisco 
living  you  desire. 

We  invite  you  to  come  in  and  we'll  put  you  in 
with  one  of  our  Flexible  Lending  Plans. 

You  deserve  to  own  a  piece  of  San  Francisco. 

At  Parc  Telegraph. 


Designer  Studios  come  with  a  membership 
to  either  The  Bay  Club  or  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Club 

Many  with  spectacular  Bay  and  Bridge 
views 

Private  Fitness  Center  •  Central  Courtyard 
24-Hour  Security  •  Concierge  Services 
Enclosed  Secured  Parking 
One  and  Two  Bedrooms  Also  Available 


Models  &  Sales 
Oi’ex  Every  Day 
11  -  6  Or  By  Appointment 
Full  Broker  Cooperation 


Parc  Itelegraph 

B  E  T  W^E  E  N  THE  TOWER  AND  THE  BAY 

(415)  788-7700 


Take  The  Embarcadero  To  Chestnut  &  Montgomery 
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Speaking  Out ... 

To  S.F.  Chief  of  Police 

I  write  concerning  this  summer’s 
North  Beach  Fair. 

The  fair  is  one  of  the  great  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  North  Beach  area.  This 
year’s  fair,  however,  was  quite  dif¬ 
ferent  from  past  fairs. 

It  was  an  event  that  should  never 
be  repeated. 

Past  fairs  featured  crafts  vendors 
and  a  variety  of  foods  from  different 
regions.  It  attracted  a  wide  spec¬ 
trum  of  people  and  families  from  all 
over  the  city  who  came  and  spent  a 
day  shopping  at  the  stalls,  sampling 
the  food  and  drink,  and  listening  to 
the  jazz. 

This  fair  featured  no  crafts  and 
limited  food.  It  was  all  over  in  min¬ 
utes.  There  was  nothing  to  do  all  day 
but  get  drunk,  listen  to  the  overly 
loud  music,  and  trash  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  And  as  word  got  out,  that  is 
exactly  the  kind  of  crowd  the  fair 
drew. 

The  area  was  filthy,  streets  and 
doorways  were  turned  into  toilets, 
the  security  services  were  non-exis¬ 
tent,  and  the  noise  -  which  in  the 
past  ended  at  6  pm  -  was  allowed  to 
go  on  until  10  pm. 

The  fair  was  a  disservice  to  the 
neighborhood.  It  may  have  perma¬ 
nently  damaged  the  reputation  of 
the  fair.  It  is  not  an  experience  that 
should  be  repeated. 

We  need  the  return  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  fair. 

I  ask  that  you  not  grant  a  permit 
to  the  same  group  of  organizers  for 
next  year’s  fair.  Let  a  new  sponsor 
run  it.  If  a  new  group  cannot  be 


found  then  let  there  be  no  fair.  This 
one  was  worse  than  none. 

Make  sure  the  new  sponsors  un¬ 
derstand  that  the  fair  is  not  to  be  a 
drunken  brawl,  that  health  standards 
are  to  be  maintained  at  the  food 
vendors,  that  the  area  is  to  be  kept 
clean,  and  that  the  events  all  end 
promptly  at  6  pm. 

Cordially, 

Jordan  Rosenberg 
415-788-5338 


Illumination  of 
Washingon  Square 

by  Catherine  Donnelly 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the 
neighbors  of  Washington  Square, 
the  fund-raising  drive  was  a  great 
success.  The  installation  of  the 
lighting  should  be  completed  for 
the  Columbus  Day  celebrations  on 
Sunday,  October  11.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  Illumination  of  Washing¬ 
ton  Square  hopes  that  members  of 
THD  will  be  on  hand  for  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  ceremonies  at  about  8  pm  that 
evening.  There  will  be  dancing  in 
the  park. 


•  HOME  DELIVERY 

•  PET  SITTING  (BONDED) 

•  PET  TAXI  SERVICE 


•885-2210* 


SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL 
MERCHANTS 
THEY  ARE  THERE  WHEN 
YOU  NEED  THEM 


PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 

Specializing  in 
Smaller  Office  Buildings  & 
Homeowners  Assns. 


RPS 

MANAGEMENT  CO. 

986-8140 


BAD  NEWS  FOR  THE  COMPETITION 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CAUFOANIA 


Visa@  and  MasterCard^ 


Noriega  Street  Branch 

2533  Noriega  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 15)  681  -5333 


Montgomery  Street  Branch 

555  Montgomery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  39 1  -89 1 2 

Chinatown  Branch 

743  Washington  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  42 1  -52 1 5 


Annual  Percentage  Rate 


$  1 5  Annual  Membership  Fee* 
North  Beach  Location 

Larry  Chui,  Vice  President  and  Branch  Manager 
1 30 1  Stockton  Street  (off  Broadway) 
San  Francisco,  CA  (415)  989-4088 


Oakland  Branch 

900  Webster  Street 
Oakland,  CA  (510)  451-5600 


Monterey  Park  Branch 

532  North  Atlantic  Boulevard 
Monterey  Park,  CA  (8 1 8)  289-4 1  1 0 


Los  Angeles  Chinatown  Branch 

800  North  Spring  Street 
Los  Angeles,  CA  (2 1 3)  629-4638 


Credit  Card  Department 

RO.  Box  24649 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 26-6469 


Est.  San  Francisco  1937  Member  FDIC 


subject  to  change  without  notice.  Grace  Period:  25  days.  Method  of  Computing  Balance:  average  daily  balance  including  new 
purchases  and/or  cash  advance.  Transaction  Fee  for  Cash  Advance:  2%  of  cash  advance  Late  Payment  Fee:  $3  minimum,  $5 
maximum.  Minimum  Finance  Charge:  $.50.  Overlimit  Fee:  $5  per  transaction,  $30  maximum  per  day. 


"America's"  Natural  Beverage  Company 

CRYSIAL^.  GEYSER. 


NATURAL  BEVERAGES 


P.O.  Box  304.  Calistosa  •  Napa  Valley.  CA  94515  •  C707J  942-0500 
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THD  CALENDAR 


All-San  Francisco  Symphony  Concert 

Thursday,  Sept.  10,  8  p.m. 

Coit  Tower  Picnic 

Sunday,  Sept.  27,  Noon 

THD  Theater  Night  at  North  Beach  Repertory 

Thursday,  Oct  1 , 8  p.m. 

Filbert  Steps  Walk,  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 

Saturday,  Oct.  3,  10  a. m. 

Telegraph  Hill  Walk,  City  Guides 

Wednesday,  Oct.  7,5:30  p.m. 

&  Saturday,  Oct.  17, 1  p.m. 

N.E.R.T.  Training  Class  Begins 

Wednesday,  Oct.  7,  6:30  p.m. 

Columbus  Day  Parade  and  Lighting  Washington 
Square 

Sunday,  Oct.  1 1 

Pre-Election  Coffee  Party 

Sunday,  Nov.  1 

Neighborhood  Cleanup 

Saturday,  Nov.  7 

General  Membership  Dinner 

Monday,  Nov.  16 

Christmas  Party 

Sunday,  Dec.  13 

